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intermarrying has gone on between the two peoples, and
goes on still. It is, however, believed that this mixed breed
becomes unfruitful in the third and fourth generations, a fact
which explains the rare traces of Aino blood, even in the
population of the extreme north of the main island.
Probably immigrations have taken place from the south, and
especially from the Malay Peninsula. The discussion of the
relations of the languages in the Far East opens up many
interesting points connected with the question of race, but
the origins which have been mentioned are sufficient to
account for the varieties of force and figure which are to be
found in Japan.

Modifications resulting from climate and modes of life
have gone on, and thus have been produced some of the
special characteristics of the present day Japanese, The
study of the adjustment of the human body and the mind
to their environment is a most interesting one, but it is far
beyond our present scope; a few notes are all that are
possible. The climate varies considerably according to
latitude, from that of Saghalin in the north to Formosa in
the south, that is to say, from arctic to torrid conditions. In
the main islands the seasons and climates arc not very
unlike those of Britain, the extremes of temperature being,
however, considerably greater for a few months in summer
and winter. Jl$,J:emperate climate has thus given the
people many of the physical characteristics of the Anglo-
Saxon race, and explains the reason why "the northern
man conquers nature, while the southern yields to it"
Morally such a climate has many advantages, as it develops
from the struggle with natural obstacles courage and love
of independence, while the heat is seldom so extreme as to
engender that lassitude and want of energy which are
characteristic of people who inhabit a permanently hot
climate. It has been said that the frequency of earthquakes
accounts for a certain element of instability in the Japanese
character, and probably this is true. It certainly explains
many of the features in their buildings, and some of the